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of Paris at this preſent: which is as grie- 
uous as it was at the ſiege of leruſalem. 


ay 


p * 
7 [ * 
1 
x, 
. > 
4 
\ . of 
.®. «> 
I. 
ith * 
i 
FS | 


* 

1 

N. 
W 


) 


—_Y |. 
N 


5 
V 
1 


N 
A 4 
NP; 
E 


F 
; + * — — bk 
p - 7 
F ' . - 
a = Yi? 
+4 * 
"A. * 


{|| ;th:oogb the 

N "ofthe chalet af te lea 

guers fide, being foz the 
albeit the extremitie 


2ance- 
raced out of minde: the certains truth whereok, is as 
followeth. 


B 3 After | | 


'- After the king had W Denis, as you heard 
long ſinte with all his power, and that he was in full 


Th: Citi. poſleſſion thereof, there ifſued out of yarris diuers and 
- "+ fandzy times many poze creatures, reſemblingra- 


Par 1s iu 


dards ther the Auostamies of death, then people poſſeſſed 


Bet 83 
King. 


T he kin 
mercifi 
heart. 


I 


with life, ſo ſoꝛe were they waſted with famine., and 
conſunied thzough ertreame hunger, that excepting 
tbe inne, there was nothing left to cduer their fe» 
ble bones. So that it pꝛeuailed nothing to be yang oz 
vewtifull in this caſe,o2 to boaſt of health, oz to haue 
beapes of gold,foz their ſlomackes deſired that, which 
to: goldeno; ſiluer tould bee gotten, yea their verie 
N them foz want of neceſtary nouriſhment. 
wherupon they became tareleſſe of lile, deũring death 
oz ſytedie delinerie from this their miſerable eſtate, 
that they might no longer behold with their res, — 
heare with their eares , — cries of th ei 


U 
——ů— 2. rel foz 

maintenance of their loathed liues, with leaue ol 
eruell gouernours they iſſued (as I ſaid befoze) out 
of ths Titis, and pzeſenting them ſelues befoze the 
kings ſostviers;fel downe at their feet, yielding them 
ſelues tothe kings mercy , about the number of a 
fco2e at a time, men women and childzen, who being 
bzought incontinent befoze his roial maieſtie,ſo ſone 
— — wil bitter teares frickling 
downe thei chen they | 


p2oftrated themſetues at 

bis fete; and as loude as their feeble: botces: would 
ſerie, they cries, Vive le Roy,Ood ſane tho king. Yis 
gs maieſtis amazed at the view of lo pittifall a ſpectacie. 
and moned with towards them, 
ſawe with bis cies and tonteiued in bis ny” 
nto 
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intoller able famiſhment the obſtinate Citie had alre⸗ 
dic endured, but hauing a deſire to learne further of 
the ſtate ther eot, atter he had wel viewed the perſons 


of theſe miſerable men; he demanded ol them the in 


tent ol their comming. Wherevppen they returned 
this anſwere, that fozaſmuch as they were not able 
ante longer to indure the grieuous famine whereiu- 
to they were bꝛought by the long and deſerued ſiege 
which his Maieſtie mainteined about their City, and 
being bꝛought fo low, that the gouer nours could not 
by reaſon of their weaknes imploie them in any ſer⸗ 
nite, they had fre liberty to depart the Citie if ſo they 
thought it connenient:as being people that were like 
ly with many moze in the Citie, to tauſe an infection 
to ariſe by means of ſicknes among the reſt of the in⸗ 
habitants, wherefoze,ſayd they, moſt noble and vic⸗ 

to2ions king, wee are come vnto pour Pig hnes, at⸗ 

knowledging that wee are vnwoꝛthie of anie longer 
life, by reaſon we haue bin moſt vniuſt and rebellious 

ſubiects,and un woꝛthie that ſo gracious and merti⸗ 


theles, moſt mighty king, had it not bin thꝛough wie⸗ 
ked perſwaſions, we had neuer ye&lded to holde on ſo 
carſed a ſide,but with whome perl waſions could not 
p2cuaile,they vſed meanes to info2ce, being well af 
ſared that they holde the moſt parte by conſtraint, 
whoſe bodies being encloſed within the ſtonie walls 
of yaris,haugenerie date their heartes infolded with 
their king, conſidering within what ſmall compas 
there is foe invugh with fauour and genflenes fo be 
gotten,and yet they beat the point ofdeath euen fo; 
aſmall quantitie of bzead, that may with their eyes 
bsholde even plentie among beaſts while they them- 
ſelnes pine and cannot come by it. whereby the diffe- 
rente is hewed betwixt- the lauour and 2 a. 
7. 19 mg, 


The Citizẽs 


fulla pzince ſhouldopen his mouth vnto vs, neuer f on 


razant, 


Nec eſtitie 
fndes ma- 
ny ſtuftes, 
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king, and therewithall,the recompenceof obedience 
and rebellion, * 


Wo confelſe therefoze, mott noble king, that the 
mightie and frifk Godhath bent himlelfe againfk vs, 
andpoured foozth the violl of his wzath"oner theſe 
traiterous confederates of the Leagures , of which 


number we malt of fozce account and acknowledge 


we haue too long bene, and therefvze we humblie 


ſubmit our ſelues infopour maieſt ies hands, to deale 


with vs as it ſameth god in pour ſight, 
Bis Maieſtie hauing heard this lamentable com⸗ 


plaint, reuiued their hearts with a fanourable coun- 
tenance, and 8cco2ding fo his pzincely diſpoſition, in 


a milde manner 


demaunded what pꝛouiſion of vic⸗ 


tuals (in their iudgements) remayned yet in the citie, 


and what it was where they hoped to ſuſtaynt 
the liues of ſo infinite a multitude as remayned in 
the towne, wiſhing to declare the ſame in all trueth 
of heart, even as they would hope to 
linde mercieat his handes foz their knowen and ma- 
nifelt rebellion, and how long time they ſuppoſed the 
ſame would laff, 

Wefoze the mightie and dzeadfull God of heauen, 
who knowes the lecrets of the harts,and ſhall iudge 
the thoughts that are hatched by vntruth, ſo wil we, 


faid they, het and declare this to the king, as farrs 


as our memo: ie and knowledge doth stretch. And if 
your maieſtie find vs falſe. let the ſame be recompen- 
— that ener anis did endure, 
And herewithall one of them who was knowne of 
beft judgement,and that had been of great account in 
times paſt, put foꝛth his voice befoze the king. and 
re 


© Feceitio we whettone fans wit, haningin 
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info2ced me among theſe my companions andſozvolyful 
aſſociates, with an infinite multitude of my friendes, 
kinſtolke and neighbours to ſearch foz ſuſtenance , fo: 
the maintenance of me and my pane wife and child 

by all meanes after fode when it betame ſcant 
in the Citie, being the onely care that euery perſon had 
to ſceke loꝛ the ſame: and atbeit after a ſmall time that 
we were beſeeged, wholeſome fode was kept wonder- 
full cloſe and ſcant among vs, yet our cares were euer ſo 
diligent to hearken after it,that by one meanes oz other 
we alwaies heard where it was to bee had foz money, 
and although the p2oniſton was great within the citie, 
pet by reaſon of the marueilous multitude of inhabt- 
tants, withm fine monethes after,there was no whole- 
tome fade to be hadfo gold noꝛ treaſure, fo the Bobles 
and p2incipall of the citie,ſaſpecting a lung ſcege, got as 
much thereof as they could fo: their owne pꝛouiſion, and 
the cloyfters with the vꝛuuerſitie did the like: and as fo2 
the Clargie, they ſtaped not behinde any in that matter, 
being men wife enough to take the choice befo2e all o- 
ther, by which meanes the tommon ſoꝛte cf the Citi⸗ 
gens fone formd the ſmart thereof; and in vaine fought 
thep after that they could not finde: when fleſh failed, 
butter and cheeſe began to grow pꝛecious at rich mens 
tables,' though at the firſt they much repined. thereat, 
as people that had not biene mach acquainted with fuch 
courſe cates, But the iuſt Jod ſering our vnthank⸗ 
full hartes, that ſcoꝛned his gifts, and deſpiſedhis bleſ- 
finges, in two monethes after ſent ſuch a change, that 
the fleth of Hooſrs, 
\Woeaſels, and Moles, 


Neceſsity 
finds many 


ſhiftes. 


Rate, mice 


& 4 


Dogges, Cats, Rats, Mice, yerminc 
ame duntie difhcs at gentle g00 1 weare 


mens tables, and boze ſuch a pʒice, that no poze perſon © *i5- 


was able to compas any, x then our queaſte ftomacks 
beganto be contented with any thing, were it a frying 
panne-ull of — — of 

C garden 


Ten thou- 
ſand dead 
of ſamiae 
in Paris. 


| and few.remaine thanklull foz any thing: 8 
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garden wdmes ſod inb:oth: the that went in her have, 
would hate derne glad to haue licked her lippes after 
them, and would haue bidden her deareft friend to the 
banquete, had hee not beene of her owne houſhold, ſo 
ſwete a ſauce and ſo ſauoꝛy did hunger make the ſame 
to taſte, and yet many ofthole that thus haue fied, and 
pet woulde bee glad to mete with the woꝛſt of theſe 
thinges rehearfed befoꝛe they felt the fozce of hunger, 
with many othes, ſaid they would ſtarue vnto death bes 
foze any ſuch coꝛrupt thing ſhould cofo2t their ſtomacks; 
and pet was all this but a taſte of ſamine, and 

comparable to that which after warde fell vpon vs, foz 
in ſhoꝛt time our bꝛeade of peaſe, tares, oates and atoꝛns 
vtteri failed vs, io that none could be had o2 ſoumd in a- 
np place to be ſolve, although we would haue killed one 
another with thault, to haue gotten the quantitte of a 
farthing loafe (farre woꝛſe then any which in foꝛmer 
time we gaue our hozſes) though we would haue giuen 
a French crowne ſoꝛ ſo much, and thoſe vermine alſo 
that we pꝛepared and dzeſſed, as befo2e is ſhewed, mas 
on all ſives ſo caught vp and catcn, that in the end there 
was none to be gotten, neither foꝛ one noꝛ other: and 
then began ſuch moꝛtalitie thzough famine, that ten 
thouſand haue already dyed thereof, as may be ſerne in 
the regiſter boke,and at this pꝛeſent, ten thouſand moze 
are like to periſh thzongh the line extremitic. A mtoſt 
grieuous and intollerable burden ſufficient to infozce a 
fiinty hart to remoꝛſe and pittie, how great a warning 
ought this to be to all cities that are in a flouriſhing 
eſtate, where plentie poureth ſoꝛth her treaſures, in ſo 
much that delicatie is become lothſome, in reſpect of an 


_- unſatiable defire, and daintineſſe will not be contented 


without great ſuperfluitte, cuery man wiſhes fo2 bet- 
ter, and no man thinketh that he hath goves enough, 
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that die erceſſe,amd wil not ſo much as lift vp pour eyes. 
much leſſe your hartes, to render pꝛaiſes fo2 ſo great be⸗ 
nefits,conſider (J ſay) how ioyful + glad many nobles 4 
men of great woꝛſhip would be of the woꝛſt bit oz bone 
that pou fling vnder the table to pour dogs, vue pour 
ſelues in the middeſt of pour exteſſe, fit turning with 
pour kniues point, the meate in diuers diſhes, and can 
fcant among them all finde one moꝛſell to fit pour fan- 
cie, notwithſtanding how gladſom a pꝛeſent the leaſt of 
pour loaues would be in Paris, let thoſe imagine that 
can conceiue of their miſerie and how many woulde in 
treate vpon their knees, to be pꝛeferred, as it were, to the 
ſhaking of the table cloth, oꝛ carrying awap of the tren⸗ 
chers. Undoubtedly, J am perſwaded, that f the dain 
tieſt mouthed dame in Europe had but one monethes 
experience ol the like want. the ſhould after warde while 
the did hae, eſterme better of the leaſt crumme, then the 
doth now ol all the dainties vpon the table. J beſeech 
God be mercifull vnto vs, x ſoꝛgiue our vnthankfulnes, 
t grant vs grace to refoꝛme our liues, leſt we be plagued 
fo: our leuones. But to returne to the fozmer matter. 

The King haung heard thts douleſull diſcourſe, 
pꝛocmeded further, and demaunded whether befo2e their 
iſſuing foꝛth of the Citie, they had found no meanes 
whcrebp they of the towne might haue ſomething to 
put into their bellies to ſtrengthen the hart, and to helpe 
the ſtomacke, and abate the fury ot hunger. 

Thꝛe werkes ( ſaide the repoꝛter) wee continued 


without any ſuſtenance, ſaue onely Flies and Beettles, Flyes and 
wherebp we ſought to ſuſtaine our ſclues, with diners edles. 


other like thinges, till in the end our emptie intrels en- 
fo:ced vs to ſ#ke ſome meanes fo? relicfe, at what time 
the people deuiſed to gather all kinde of rotes ſuch as 
grew within the compaſſe of the walles, which being 
partched oꝛ other wiſe dꝛyed, we ground them in a mill, 

C 2 and 
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and there with made ts bꝛeade, but alas, ſiender ct mfoꝛt 
tentec und wee thereby, theugh we were glad of any 
thing es in li ſſe then twodaprs, car prople were con- 
frame? to finde ſeme other re medie againſt hunger, 
wher teen it was deuiſed to ſaw all the timber wee 
Bread of tt uſte teme łyt nd torucit it into duſt, ard thereof to 
aw. duſt. Make vs ani ber ſoꝛte cf beate, which device continu 
ed lnger then many of the ſoꝛmer, and tontcuted vs a 
great deale better, by reaſen we had ſeme quantitie 
thrcreofto fill cur emptic ſit mot kes, but this was not to 
be had witheut monep, except a body had of their owns 
whercwith to make it, in ſo much that all the wed 
plankes and bots which cenuenii ntiy we crulde come 
vy, es put toihat vſe, and when this began ta grow 
ſemething frant, ruery man hawng care pꝛintipally to 
nouriſh himſelfe and mcdifating daply how to inuent 
meares top2ocure ſi ſtcnance, being a thing wherein 
cvery che applycd his wits, at length the ertrt mitie 
was ſuch, that the C hurthvai des wert tigged fo2 dende 
mens bones, nd all the ſatde benes they carrped toge⸗ 
Dead mens ther into ene plate in the titie, ichcte thep might lue 
bones eaten frem the raine, the which aſter warte being waſhed and 
d2ycd, wert braten in peeces and areund, end thereof an 
other fozte et bꝛead was made, ant tus we were glad 
to lid our fe mack es wur the benes ai chiſtians. In 
which time il it may pleaſe your Maicſſie to pardon wp 
long and tedtcus diſccurie, It in to declare a meſt wo- 

Men worth full accident which then happened. 
twenty or There was then dwelung among vs, a vcrp ho⸗ 


thirry thou. neſt and ſub ſtantiall man, which was & argeant cuer 


ſand pound one of our companies, foz the (kill thep founde to bee in 


made com- 


{1}. dim, who was imploxedas were the reſt of the Citi⸗ 


fore. zens to be a ſouldier in the Citie fo2 thoſe which cf late 


were ell met men wozth twentie oꝛ thirtie theuſand 
pcue, were enſozced to beceme common ſcultiers, 


Whoſe 


P 
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whoſe fubffance thereby ts waffcd and ought to no- 
thing,ſo much nerde haue they of men in the citie. This 
Sargeant befoze ſpoken of,cemming heme to his heuſe 
about ſeuen dayrs agoe, his wife and his childꝛen came 
pzeſently running about him, hoping hee had b2ought 
ſomething fo2 them to cate, at what time there was a 
neighbour oz two in the houſe taping his comming, 
and with his wifc lamenting the cemmon calamitie, 
hoping from his mouth to heare ſtme newes cf the peel- 
ding vp of the Crtie into your highneſſe handes. But the 
tryes of the ſtarued childꝛen interi upting the talke be- 
twirt him and his neighbours, the poze man with a ſoꝛ⸗ 
rowfull hart ſat him downe, letching a derpe ſigh, not 
knowing what to doe ſoꝛ them, the childzen till cloying 
bis eares with their piftifull conplaintes. Ha Father, 
ſave they, will pou ſi vs dye fo2 want of bzrad? if there 


remained any thing vpen cur bones beſide the ſkinne, The com- 
we would net let to feede thereon:but no other reme- */\/7e 0" 
die may be forme, let the one of vs ſerue fo2 fade to the 11.1.0 of 


ether, oꝛ eis ſpare not out lines to ferde our mother ond food. 


pou, better were it fo2 vs by death to be ridde cf cur mi⸗ 
ſerie, then to endure a famine the ende wherccf is vn- 
knownr: is there anv leſt in the Citie ſane men to feede 
von; whyanap not the one of vs deuoure the other a- 
nue, oꝛ why are the deate bot ſes of men ceuerrd in the 
ground that might ſerte a tungrp ſtemacke to ferve 
vpon. The father la king vpon them with a heame 
hart, after many tearcs ſhed en encry ſide, hauing pon; 
dered theſe ſpeeches , ſtarted vp as a man purpaſed to 
giue them encourꝛa gement, and with a comfo2table voice 
bꝛiellp faite vnto them, be content my childꝛen, and be 
of god cheare, ſo ſene es theſe mp friends are gene, J 
will giue you that which ſhall content you, but alas, if 
it were ſufficient fo2 vs al. would be loth to part with 
their companp, notwith ſtanding J hope they con = 
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the time as it is, and will not thinke any difconrteſte 
herein, being aſſured, themſelues in the like caſe woulde 
doe the like to me, then turning to his neighbours hee 
ſuide, the time hath bene we would not haue denied our 
meate, but our money, but now our money is nothing 
in reſpect of our meat, and woe be vnto them that would 
not giue the pooꝛe money to bupe meate where it is to 
be had, wherefoze J beſeech pouleaue vs'a while till we 
haue refreſhed our ſelues, then after J will anſwere any 
thing I ſhall heare ſpoken by vou: hereupon the two 
men departed, and ſhoꝛtly after, knowing that their din- 
ner laſted not long, theſe perſons went againe thether, 
knocking and calling foꝛ him, maruelling that no body 
came to make anſwere, wherefoze being very faunliar 
friendes,and ſuſpecting they had beene in their vpper 
chamber, went vp, whereinto they no ſooner entered, 
"s m—_— but pꝛeſently they eſpyed the good man, his wife and 
his if 3& two childzen (about the age of fourteene peares)all han 
childrea, Jed one beſide another, and a bill vpon the good mans 
and after hꝛeſt, wherein was wꝛiten, By this meanes did il firſt 
him ſelſe ſer my wife and children out of miſerie, aud after 
oy —_ of my ſelfe, for which offence I as ke the Lorde mercy 
; and forgiueneſſe: and that pour highneſſe map be the 
better ſatiſfied of the truth hereof, the men be here that 
firſt heard his wozdes,and after were wolull witneſſes 
of this Tꝛagedp, in ſuch extremitie remames this unle- 
rable Citie. 

His Maieſtie that ſcant could refraine tearcs to heart 
The Pari- this dalefull diſcourſe, anſwered: Ah Paris, thy bloud be 
ſiaas cau- on thpowne heade, it is thy ſelle and not J that hath 
ſert e cauſed this great calamitie, the L oꝛd be witneſſe twirt 
aan, thee andme,andrewarde me after the innocencie ol my 
hart: after theſe woꝛdes cauſing the ſtarued people to 
be relteſhed, he departed into his chamber, commaum⸗ 
ding that no moꝛe ſhould be ſuffered to come fozth of the 

Citie in ſuch ſoꝛte. Thus 
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Chus haue yeu hard the good ſutceſſe of the Kinges 
Maieſtie, whem no doubt, Almightie God p2oſpcreth 
and pꝛeſerueth, with the cuill ſaiccefſe of rebellious 
people, and the enimies againſt Gods truth, whem her 
in iuſtice puniſheth, and doth in his inſt iudgemeuts 
bꝛing to confuſton:Almightie God fil pꝛoſper the kings 
p2oceedings, andſend conſuſion to his emmics, extept 
they ſperdely repent and peelde themſelues vnto him, ag 
in right they ought, which God graunt, Amen, 
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